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So impressive was Mr. Garland 

throughout the investigation and pros-
ecution, that Steven Jones, the attor-
ney for Timothy McVeigh—listen to 
this. Here is what the attorney for 
McVeigh said about Merrick Garland. 

Personally he’s above reproach. He has in-
tegrity. He has the skills. 

Merrick Garland was also devoted to 
the victims and their families. Claudia 
Denny was the mother of children in 
the building’s daycare center. Her chil-
dren were critically injured, but they 
survived. They are alive. This is what 
she said of Merrick Garland: 

Early on we got invited to the U.S. attor-
ney’s office. They wanted all of our concerns, 
and I think Judge Garland set that up where 
we all got our voice heard. 

The Oklahoma City prosecution 
ended with convictions and guilty pleas 
for all who were involved. To this day, 
Oklahomans still revere Merrick Gar-
land for his good work. Frank Keating, 
the Governor of Oklahoma at the time 
of the attack, has been outspoken in 
his praise of Judge Garland. He told 
NPR recently: 

People don’t understand when they’re eat-
ing a good dinner on Friday night, there is a 
chef in the kitchen that did it. And in the 
case of what we saw after April 19, there was 
a chef in the kitchen that did it, and it was 
Merrick Garland. 

The junior Senator from Oklahoma 
recently praised Judge Garland saying, 
‘‘I do plan to meet with Merrick Gar-
land in my office in the weeks ahead to 
say thank you for what he did for Okla-
homa during the bombing trial. 

But that is as far as Senator 
LANKFORD has said he will go. He has 
made it clear that he will do nothing to 
help Garland get a hearing or a vote. 

Following his work in the Oklahoma 
City case, Merrick Garland continued 
to work on other notable criminal 
cases. He oversaw the prosecution of 
the Unabomber, Ted Kaczynski, this 
evil man who is now in prison. Garland 
ran the investigation on the Atlanta 
Olympics bombing. He then went on to 
serve with distinction on the DC Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, where he now 
serves as the chief judge. 

Supreme Court Justice John Roberts 
once said of Garland’s judicial exper-
tise: ‘‘Anytime Judge Garland dis-
agrees, you know you are in a difficult 
area.’’ It is time for Republicans to 
allow the American people to see 
Merrick Garland themselves, not have 
me talking about him but see him for 
themselves. This is a super star. This is 
somebody who should be on the Court. 
Republicans should allow the American 
people to see this man for what the 
people of Oklahoma and litigants in 
the courtrooms have known for many 
years: This is a special man. 

Last year, as part of the 20th anni-
versary of the Oklahoma City attack, 
Judge Garland and some of his fellow 
prosecutors were awarded the Reflec-
tions of Hope Award by the Oklahoma 
City National Memorial. The honor is 
awarded to those who exemplify the be-
lief that ‘‘hope can survive and blossom 
amidst the tragedy and chaos.’’ 

That is the hope Merrick Garland 
brought to Oklahoma in the aftermath 
of that vicious day. We are reminded of 
Judge Garland’s contributions in secur-
ing justice in Oklahoma City and wher-
ever he has gone. He is a brilliant man. 
He is academically brilliant. He is a 
man who was not given anything on a 
silver platter. In my meeting with him, 
I asked him how he handled the situa-
tion at Harvard. It is an expensive 
place. He said: Well, among other 
things, I sold my comic book collec-
tion. 

Now, that does not sound like much 
to most people. But those coins, for ex-
ample, that my little brother—we are 
separated by 22 months—has been col-
lecting since he was a little boy mean 
a lot to him. Most of them are not 
worth too much. Some of them are. 

Merrick Garland collected comic 
books. One of my best friend’s sons col-
lects comic books. It is something they 
do. It meant a lot to him. He had to get 
rid of them to get through college. He 
has inspired those around him through 
his hard work and commitment and 
fairness always. That is why it is so 
disappointing that Republicans are de-
nying this man the common decency of 
a hearing so the American people can 
see him. 

Why not let Merrick Garland speak 
for himself at a hearing? Why not let 
him make his own case to the Amer-
ican people and their elected Senators? 
There is no excuse to delay his nomina-
tion any longer. Senate Republicans 
should give Merrick Garland the hear-
ings and the vote he deserves. Repub-
licans need to simply do their job. 

f 

BOKO HARAM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I want to 
say just a brief word on another sub-
ject. Last week marked another hor-
rible anniversary, the 2-year anniver-
sary since the terrorist group Boko 
Haram invaded a school in Nigeria and 
took away 300 little girls. They were 
girls. They were not young women. 
They were little girls. 

The world watched as parents of the 
girls pleaded for help. People all over 
the world, including First Lady 
Michelle Obama, rallied behind the 
campaign ‘‘Bring Back Our Girls.’’ De-
spite the global outcry, most of these 
girls—the vast majority of these girls— 
are still missing 2 years later. But here 
is the horrible part about this—the 
shocking fate of some of these girls. 

It has been a couple of years. They 
are older—teenagers. Boko Haram is 
weaponizing them, turning these little 
girls—they are now not so little—into 
suicide bombers. According to the 
United Nations Children’s Emergency 
Fund, or UNICEF, in the 4 countries 
where Boko Haram operates, the num-
ber of children used in bombing attacks 
has sharply increased from 4 in 2014 to 
44 last year. That record will be broken 
this year. 

Nearly one out of every five bombers 
where Boko Haram is active is a child. 

Seventy-five percent of the child bomb-
ers are girls. As a father and grand-
father of 19 children, I am sickened by 
what has happened to those school-
girls. Although 2 years has passed since 
the abduction, the world must not for-
get the evil of this organization. We 
must be as resolved as ever to fight ter-
rorism wherever it rears its ugly head. 
Whether it is ISIS or Boko Haram, we 
cannot stop. We must be vigilant. 

Mr. President, the Chair announce 
the business that we are going to pro-
ceed with today. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business for 1 
hour, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from Vermont. 

f 

OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING ANNI-
VERSARY AND NOMINATION OF 
MERRICK GARLAND 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today we 
are going to remember the victims and 
families whose lives were forever 
changed by the bombing in Oklahoma 
City 21 years ago. This homegrown ter-
rorist attack—this bombing shook our 
Nation to its core. In fact, it remains 
the worst act of homegrown terrorism 
our Nation has endured. 

The destruction and the loss of life 
were overwhelming. This photograph I 
have never forgotten. The firefighter is 
carrying the limp and bloodied body of 
a toddler from the wreckage. Those of 
us who are parents and grandparents 
know the joy we have had in caring for 
children this age. You can only imag-
ine the sadness of that firefighter. It 
symbolized the horror of the attack: 
168 innocent lives perished that day; 19 
of them were children. 

The impact, of course, and the loss in 
the Oklahoma City community was 
enormous. Nearly everyone knew some-
one who had lost a friend or family 
member. The city’s emergency services 
and their victims support resources 
were quickly overwhelmed. As the days 
went by and the needs mounted, it be-
came clear that the existing State and 
Federal resources were simply insuffi-
cient to respond to such a massive at-
tack. 

So to respond to the victims’ needs, I 
proposed, and Congress passed, the Vic-
tims of Terrorism Act of 1995. Among 
important matters, the legislation I 
wrote created an emergency reserve as 
part of the Crime Victims Fund to 
serve as an emergency resource in the 
wake of an act of terrorism or mass vi-
olence. Even though every one of us, 
Republicans and Democrats alike, 
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